Contents of CTPP 1990 Urban Geographic Data in TranStats

The enclosed zip file provides geographic data and metadata* for all levels of urban geography. These levels are:

· TAZ: Traffic Analysis Zone (applicable to some regions only).

· CBD: Central Business District (applicable to some regions only).

· MSA: Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

· PMSA: Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

· REGION: Region of state.

· URBAN (UA): Urban area (applicable to some regions only).

· BOUNDARY: Boundary of an urban area or a region 
· DEF_TAZ: Default Traffic Analysis Zone (applicable to some regions only).
· TRACT (TR): Census tract (applicable to some regions only).

· STUDY: Study area (applicable to some regions only).

· BG: Block Group (applicable to some regions only).

· BG_DEF: Default Block Group (applicable to some regions only).

(Please remember that unlike CTPP tabular data (Urban I, II, or III), which can be downloaded for a particular geographic level, the CTPP geographic files are downloaded for all geographic levels).

CTPP geographic data include files with .dbf, .shp, and .shx file extensions. These three file types can be used to produce maps with the help of any commercially available GIS package. The following are brief descriptions of the files: 

· . dbf is the database file associated with the .shp and .shx files and is displayed as an attribute table once the files are imported into a GIS package.

· . shp is the shape file, which displays the geographic characteristics on the map.

· . shx is the feature geometry index file associated with the shape file.

There are nine files in the CTPP urban geographic data (See Table 1), which can be used to establish a link with the tabular data. The field names of GEOCODES in tabular data are associated with letters R (by place of residence) and W (by place of work)

Table 1. CTPP 1990 Urban: Fields 

	File Name (geographic data)
	Field Name (geographic data)
	Field Name -Urban I:

(By Place of Residence)
	Field Name - Urban II: (By Place of Work)
	Field Name - Urban III: (Journey to Work)

	(TAZ.dbf & DEF_TAZ.dbf) * OR (TRACT.dbf & DEF_TRACT.dbf) *
	Code
	TAZTRR_GEOCODE
	TAZTRW_GEOCODE
	TAZTRR_GEOCODE

&

TAZTRW_GEOCODE

	CBD.dbf
	Code
	CBDR_GEOCODE
	CBDW_GEOCODE
	CBDR_GEOCODE

&

CBDW_GEOCODE



	MSA.dbf
	Code
	MSACMSAR_GEOCODE
	MSACMSAW_GEOCODE
	MSACMSAR_GEOCODE

&

MSACMSAW_GEOCODE

	PMSA.dbf (OR) URBAN.dbf
	Code
	PMSAUAR_GEOCODE
	PMSAUAW_GEOCODE
	PMSAR_GEOCODE

&

PMSAW_GEOCODE

	REGION.dbf
	Code
	REGIONR_GEOCODE
	REGIONW_GEOCODE
	REGIONR_GEOCODE

&

REGIONW_GEOCODE

	STUDY.dbf
	Code
	STUDYAR_GEOCODE
	STUDYAW_GEOCODE
	STUDYAR_GEOCODE

&

STUDYAW_GEOCODE



	BG.dbf
	Code
	BGR_GEOCODE
	BGW_GEOCODE
	BGR_GEOCODE

&

BGW_GEOCODE


Note:  TAZTR_GEOCODE has information on TAZ and DEF_TAZ (or) TRACT and DEF_TRACT depending on the geographic level, while the geographic data contains separate files for each of these geographic levels. Please remember to join the TAZTR_GEOCODE field in tabular data with all appropriate .dbf files in the geographic data.


* The metadata file is an  .xml document provided in accordance with the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC). Each metadata file describes (1) Source of the data (2) Process used to generate the data (3) Information on quality of the data (4) Spatial organization and spatial reference of the data (5) Entity and the attribute information (6) Name of the organization publishing and distributing the data.

The enclosed zip folder may or may not contain all the nine levels of geography listed in first column of Table 1. For example, all urban areas may not have TAZ geographic file. This is due to the fact that there may not be a TAZ level classification in some urban areas. 

Joining CTPP 1990 geographic files with Urban I, II, and III data

A direct Join between the geographic files and the tabular data (Urban I, II and III data in this case) can be established based on the values of a field that can be found both in the geographic file (with .dbf file extension) and the tabular data. These fields are mentioned in Table 1 above. The names of a field do not have to be the same in both files, but the data type and values must be the same.

The .dbf files in CTPP geographic data contain unique identifiers for each summary level. Similar unique identifiers have been created in Urban I, II and III data to enable the join of geographic and tabular data. These unique codes are a concatenation of geographic codes for one or more summary levels as shown in the next section.

Geo-code concatenation in TranStats tabular data

Table 2, 3 & 4 below provide the order of concatenation of the geo-code field names in Urban I, II & III provided in the tabular data.

Table 2

	FIELD NAME: URBAN I (By Place of Residence)
	GEOCODE CONCATENATION

	TAZTRR_GEOCODE (for TAZ, summary level 990)
	REGIONR + TAZTRR

	TAZTRR_GEOCODE (for TRACT, summary level 992)
	REGIONR + STATER + COUNTYR + MCDR + PLACER + TAZTRR

	CBDR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR+ CBDR

	MSACMSAR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR + MSACMSAR

	PMSAUAR_GEOCODE (for PMSA, summary level 965)
	REGIONR + MSACMSAR + PMSAUAR

	PMSAUAR_GEOCODE (for UA, summary level 970)
	REGIONR + PMSAUAR

	REGIONR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR

	STUDYAR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR + STUDYAR

	BGR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR + STATER + COUNTYR + MCDR + PLACER + TAZTRR + BGR


Table 3

	FIELD NAME: URBAN II (By Place of Work)
	GEOCODE CONCATENATION

	TAZTRW_GEOCODE (for TAZ, summary level 990)
	REGIONW + TAZTRW

	TAZTRW_GEOCODE (for TRACT, summary level 992)
	REGIONW + STATEW + COUNTYW + MCDW + PLACEW + TAZTRW

	CBDW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + CBDW

	MSACMSAW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + MSACMSAW

	PMSAUAW_GEOCODE (for PMSA, summary level 965)
	REGIONW + MSACMSAW + PMSAUAW

	PMSAUAW_GEOCODE (for UA, summary level 970)
	REGIONW + PMSAUAW

	REGIONW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW

	STUDYAW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + STUDYAW

	BGW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + STATEW + COUNTYW + MCDW + PLACEW + TAZTRW + BGW


Table 4

	FIELD NAME: URBAN III (Journey to Work: by place of residence)
	GEOCODE CONCATENATION

	TAZTRR_GEOCODE (for TAZ, summary level 990)
	REGIONR + TAZTRR

	TAZTRR_GEOCODE (for TRACT, summary level 992)
	REGIONR + STATER + COUNTYR + MCDR + PLACER + TAZTRR

	CBDR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR+ CBDR

	MSACMSAR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR + MSACMSAR

	PMSAR_GEOCODE (for PMSA, summary level 965)
	REGIONR + MSACMSAR + PMSAR

	REGIONR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR

	STUDYAR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR + STUDYAR

	BGR_GEOCODE
	REGIONR + STATER + COUNTYR + MCDR + PLACER + TAZTRR + BGR

	FIELD NAME: URBAN III  (Journey to Work: by place of work)
	GEOCODE CONCATENATION

	TAZTRW_GEOCODE (for TAZ, summary level 990)
	REGIONW + TAZTRW

	TAZTRW_GEOCODE (for TRACT, summary level 992)
	REGIONW + STATEW + COUNTYW + MCDW + PLACEW + TAZTRW

	CBDW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + CBDW

	MSACMSAW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + MSACMSAW

	PMSAW_GEOCODE (for PMSA, summary level 965)
	REGIONW + MSACMSAW + PMSAW

	REGIONW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW

	STUDYAW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + STUDYAW

	BGW_GEOCODE
	REGIONW + STATEW + COUNTYW + MCDW + PLACEW + TAZTRW + BGW


